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STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE AFRICAN GROUP                              

BY MR. KODJOVI DOSSEH, OF THE PERMANENT MISSION OF TOGO TO THE UNITED 
NATIONS ON AGENDA ITEM 162: FINANCING FOR THE UNITED NATIONS MISSION 
IN SOUTH SUDAN, AT THE MAIN PART OF THE SIXTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY-FIFTH COMMITTEE 
(New York, 16 December, 2014) 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the African Group on 
Agenda item 162: Financing of the United Nations Mission in South 
Sudan for the period from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015. 

We would like to thank Mr. Chandru Ramanathan, Officer In-
Charge, of the Office of Programme Planning, Budget and Accounts as 
well as Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chair of the Advisory Committee for 
introducing respective reports on this important agenda item. 

Allow me to once again express our Group serious concerns on 
the continued late submission of the documentation related to this 
important agenda item. It is deeply regrettable that the budget 
proposal for the mission of this scale and size is being introduced 
at this late stage of our session. We strongly request the Secretary 
General to take additional efforts to address this situation. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

The African Group recalls that by  its resolution 2155 (2014) 
the Security Council decided to  review the Mission’s mandates by 
reorienting the focus in four areas, namely, (a) the protection of 
civilians; (b) monitoring and investigations of human rights; (c) 
creating the conditions for the delivery of humanitarian assistance; 
and (d) supporting the implementation of the cessation of hostilities 
agreement. 

The African Group would like to expresses serious concern that 
by the aforementioned resolution  the Security Council encroached the 
mandate of the General Assembly by  requesting the Secretary-General 
to reduce the civilian component while at the same time the troop 
strength of UNMISS has been increased by over 70 per cent.  We 
underscore the importance of every main body to stick to its mandate 
and not to go beyond its prerogatives. The African Group therefore 
expect that this situation will not be repeated in the future. 

 

  



Mr. Chairman, 

With regard to the performance of the Mission for 2013/2014, 
the Group has taken note of the expenditures in the amount of US$ 
0.92 billion representing 99.4 per cent of the approved 
appropriation. 

The Group has also taken note of the expenditures for the 
period from 1 July 2014 to 31 October 2014 amounted to US$339 million 
reflecting 41.7 per cent of the commitment authority approved by the 
General Assembly in its resolution 68/293 for the first half of the 
financial period from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

Turning to then proposed budget for 2014/15, in general; the 
African welcomes and support Secretary-General’s budget proposal for 
Mission in the amount of US$1.1 billion representing an increase of 
about 19 per cent from the 2013/14 apportionment. 

The African Group would also like to support the observation by 
the Advisory Committee that the budget proposal would have benefited 
from greater clarity by putting linkage between the proposed 
resources under the different components of the Mission and the 
increase in strength of uniformed personnel or newly mandated 
activities. 

The African Group has also taken note with concern that Mission 
functions related to support for the Government of South Sudan in 
capacity-building have been discontinued and in this regard, we 
stresses the need to ensure that all efforts are made to continue 
support all the activities in this area. 

The African Group will seek specific clarification on a number 
of issues on the budget proposal including those related to reduction 
of quick impact projects by 50 per cent, facilities and 
infrastructure, proposed major re-organisation changes and impact on 
the proposed reduction of the civilian capacities and related impact 
on mandate delivery. 

 

Mr. Chairman 

In conclusion, the African Group would like to assure you of 
our continued readiness to engage in constructive deliberations 
during the informal consultations with the aim of finalizing this 
item in a timely manner. 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman 


